
 

             "#$%& Safeguarding scenario - How would you respond?"#$%& 
 
As a former Headteacher and now Safeguarding Consultant, I o9en ask staff this ques=on: 
 
'( 𝗜𝗳 𝗮 𝗰𝗵𝗶𝗹𝗱 𝘀𝘁𝗮𝗿𝘁𝘀 𝗺𝗮𝗸𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝗰𝗼𝗻𝗰𝗲𝗿𝗻𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝗰𝗼𝗺𝗺𝗲𝗻𝘁𝘀 𝗶𝗻 𝘁𝗵𝗲𝗶𝗿 𝗰𝗿𝗲𝗮𝘁𝗶𝘃𝗲 𝘄𝗿𝗶𝘁𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝗼𝗿 
𝗮𝗿𝘁𝘄𝗼𝗿𝗸, 𝗵𝗼𝘄 𝘀𝗵𝗼𝘂𝗹𝗱 𝘆𝗼𝘂 𝗿𝗲𝘀𝗽𝗼𝗻𝗱? 
 
A story about violence. 
A picture showing fear. 
Repeated references to being hurt, alone, unsafe or unwanted. 
Would you dismiss it as imagina=on... or would you be curious? 
 
)* 𝗗𝗼𝗻'𝘁 𝗶𝗴𝗻𝗼𝗿𝗲 𝗶𝘁 
Children do not always tell us directly when something is wrong. Some=mes they 
communicate through: 
 
"#$%& Artwork 
+,-./0 Stories and crea=ve wri=ng 
12 Role play 
34 Casual comments 
56789:;<=>? Games and play 
 
These may provide important clues about a child's experiences, worries or emo=onal 
wellbeing. 
 
@A 𝗪𝗵𝗮𝘁 𝘀𝗵𝗼𝘂𝗹𝗱 𝘀𝘁𝗮𝗳𝗳 𝗱𝗼? 
B Take note of exactly what you have seen or heard 
B Record the concern factually 
B If appropriate, have a gentle conversa=on with the child 
B Avoid leading ques=ons or inves=ga=ng 
B Share your concern with the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) without delay 
 
Remember, safeguarding is o9en about recognising paOerns and no=cing the small things 
that others might overlook. 
 
CD 𝗖𝗵𝗶𝗹𝗱𝗿𝗲𝗻 𝗺𝗮𝘆 𝗻𝗼𝘁 𝗮𝗹𝘄𝗮𝘆𝘀 𝗳𝗶𝗻𝗱 𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝘄𝗼𝗿𝗱𝘀 𝘁𝗼 𝘁𝗲𝗹𝗹 𝘂𝘀 𝘄𝗵𝗮𝘁 𝗶𝘀 𝗵𝗮𝗽𝗽𝗲𝗻𝗶𝗻𝗴.  
𝗦𝗼𝗺𝗲𝘁𝗶𝗺𝗲𝘀 𝘁𝗵𝗲𝗶𝗿 𝗽𝗲𝗻𝗰𝗶𝗹, 𝗽𝗮𝗶𝗻𝘁𝗯𝗿𝘂𝘀𝗵 𝗼𝗿 𝘀𝘁𝗼𝗿𝘆 𝗱𝗼𝗲𝘀 𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝘁𝗮𝗹𝗸𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝗳𝗼𝗿 𝘁𝗵𝗲𝗺. 


